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There are certain jobs I would never want to do.  I would certainly freak out as a 

submariner, being in a metal tube under the sea for months on end.  Steeplejack and 
wing walker also hold little appeal.  I have great admiration for the guys who turn up 
if you’ve got rats in the garden or a wasps nest, but I wouldn’t want to do that job 

either. 

In the present circumstances the job I definitely don’t want is to be Prime Minister.  
The government is facing unparalleled crisis’s, equivalent at least to those faced 

during the great wars.  The pandemic swept across the world, the spread amplified 
by our efficient international transportation systems.  At the beginning there was 

hardly any information and certainly no past precedents for governments to use.  
Even now there is much we do not know.  Leaders across the world are doing their 
best with the information and resources to hand.  Whatever they decide to do will be 

derided by some.  They are bombarded on all sides by conflicting opinions.  
‘Lockdown should be stricter’ shout some.  Others demand no lockdown at all.  “Why 

blindly follow the science?” people ask and then others criticise when scientific 
opinion is seemingly ignored.  Of course all the opinions, however confidently 
expressed, of what we could have done or should have done, are all simply that, 

opinions.  There is no way of proving that another course of action would have 
produced better results.  Who would be Prime Minister?  Not me! 

At this point you may be wondering why I’m going on about this in a Thought For 

The Day.  It’s because as Christians we have a distinct perspective on what is going 
on in the world.  Some people think matters of faith should be kept for inside church 

buildings.  But if the Kingdom of God is to grow and advance it must be seen to 
impact every area of society and our lives.  The Christian perspective on this crisis is 
to be found in Romans 13 and 1 Timothy 2.  We are told that our governments are 

established by God and we should seek to be good citizens in complying with their 
instructions and especially that we should pray for them.  We may not have voted for 
them, we may not agree with them (we probably don’t) but our Christian duty is to 

co-operate with them and support them.  The most important thing for us, is to pray 
for them.  We have heard little nationally from our spiritual leaders, not even a clear 

and loud call to pray for the nation and it’s leaders.  So it is even more important for 
us individually to be battling in prayer.  My prayer every day is for a double portion of 
wisdom and discernment for Boris and all his ministers and advisors. That they 

would know what is right and best for all the people and would stand firm in 
promoting that course, however unpopular it might be in some quarters. 

I do hope you have not perceived this as a political statement.  It’s simply a reminder 
of our duty, as God’s people, to be pleading with God to be at work in our world 
through these terrible times, especially by guiding our leaders into the right way.  

The first thing I want you to do is pray. Pray every way you know how, 
for everyone you know. Pray especially for rulers and their 
governments to rule well so we can be quietly about our business of 

living simply, in humble contemplation. This is the way our Saviour God 
wants us to live.  1 Timothy 2:1-3 

         John Langridge 

Remember, you can send your prayer request to Prayer@baystonhillchurch.org       
Or ring: (01743) 583215 

And you can read these Thought for the Day articles on our website too at 

www.baystonhillchurch.org  
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