
Thought for the Day, 3 April 2020 

 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you 

created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.  

(Revelation 4.11) 

 

One of my thoughts at the moment is a controversial one, and I’m not sure how far one can 

take it, but maybe it will help if I write it down and share it.  

 

Many people are now asking, ‘Why does God allow viruses to exist and damage his 

creation?’ It’s a big question, and far beyond human ability to answer, for we are ourselves 

part of the very creation we are asking about. But as far as COVID-19 is concerned, we are 

dealing with something totally new in affecting human organisms.  

 

It has appeared at a time when we have begun to realise how much human activity is 

damaging all life on the planet. Our destruction of the rain forests, our pollution of the 

oceans, our production of harmful gases causing climate change; all these and more have 

led to some campaigners sounding alarm bells about how soon we shall have produced an 

environment which can no longer support even the present human population. The next 

generation may have to face a grim future. Young voices such as that of Greta Thunberg 

have caught the attention of world leaders. But there still seems no popular consensus that 

we must make radical changes to our way of life, still less a will to implement them. The 

very slow progress in sales of electric cars with sensible and cooperative ways of supporting 

them is one example of a failure by industry to get serious. And how is the electricity being 

produced? 

 

Now here is my thought. Does the present pandemic show us that we are not in charge of 

our world? Human planning so often assumes that everything here should be for our 

benefit. Are we being shown that we cannot get away with exploiting creation as much as 

we like? Here is something new for which we have been quite unprepared. Perhaps not 

totally, because there is fortunately for us a great deal of medical and other scientific 

knowledge which is aiding us in fighting this disease. But if we go on abusing the good 

world we inhabit by God’s grace, in what other ways might it hit back to protect itself? And 

would it be right for us then to accuse God of letting us down? 

John Tiller 

 
Remember, you can send your prayer request to: prayer@baystonhillchurch.org       

Or ring: (01743) 583215 

 

And you can read these Thought for the Day articles on our website too at 

www.baystonhillchurch.org  
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